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Resume
FROM LOW-INTENSITY WAR THEORY TO U.S. INTERVENTION
IN CENTRAL AMERICA IN THE 1980s

Low-intensity War strategy is a theory put forward by U, S, strategists
after summing up the lessons of Viet Nam War, Tt cams aloncside of the rise of
conservatism and formed an important part of the U.,S.azlobal strategy in the
19805, L.aunching such a war in Central America was the basic feature of U.S.
aggression and intervention policy toward the region in the last decade.The
objective of the actions wastostamp out the national and democratic movements
of the region and consolidate “the backyard of the backyard” of U.S.,seeking
hegemony over the region as well as the people of Latin America and streng-
thening U.S.Power for contention, Low-intensity war has caused serious disasters
to the nations and peoples of Central America, bringing long lasting and
incaculable negative impact on the region., This strategy is the result of
neoconservatism which longed fo reviving the old dreams of U.S. being world
gendarme, However, the present world political and economic situation has
greatly changed, U.S.strength is falling short of the objective of the low-
intensity war, the experience of which in Central America in the last decade
has fully proved that U.S.ambition of monopolizing the world and low-intensity

war can only serve to accelerate the decline of the hegemonic empire, (Song

Xiaoping, Tang Xiaodi)
EMERGENCE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF MILITARY DICTATOR-
SHIP IN URUGUAY

in 1973, military ‘coup took place in Uruguay, where military regime used
not to be frequent occurrence, There are several causes to the incident: first,
the structural crisis of Uruguayan politics and econemy , which remained pro -
longed since the country landed in economic recession in mid-1950s,making the
antigovernment movement of the left-winc parties and the people running
high, and capitalist system itself creatly threatened.Second, U.,S.policy of
backing right-wing military regimes in Latin America, With the support of U,
S.,many pro-U,S, authoritarian military governments were set up in the 1960s.
At the early 1970s,new situation arose in Chile,Argentina and Uruguay,which
were unfavorableto U.S. ambition for hegemony.ln order to alter the situation,
U.S. excerted stronger political influence on Uruguay.Third,the examplary role
of military regimes in Brazil and Peru,In the 1960s,and 1970s,military regimes

became a major trend in Latin America,The military in Brazil and Peru set



an example for those in Uruguay,Fourth, the formation of the doctrine of
military intervention in politics,The theory of “national security” and neo-libe-
ral authoritarianism provided the Urugugyan military with theoretical guidance
and basis for its ir;terve\ntion in government affairs,Fifth, the growth of mili-
tary influence, -

The characteristics of military intervention in political affairs and the
military regime can be summarized as follows; first,the gradualness of military
involement,Second, integration of military and civilian governing, and organic
essence of military authoritarianism, Third, its adherence to ¥neo-liberal autho-
pitarianism” .Fourth, transition to civilian rule step by step, under the control

of the military, (pei pei)

INTERNAI FACTORS OF THE MILITARY IN THE 1964 COUP OF BRAZIL

Brazil has a long historical tradition of military intervention in politics,
After world war 11, remarkable changes have taken place in the composition
and function of the military, with officers of bourgeois background accounting
for a great percentage, resulting in an army composing mainly of bourgeois
elementsy economic crisis led to acute class contradictions, and “moderator”
relation between the military and the government could no longer meet the
former’s demand for participation in political affairs,

The victory of Cuban Revolution led to the upsurge of people’s democratic
movements in Brazil,which caused the military’s worry over its fates;with their
higher level of education aud growth of influence within the military, the
low-ranking officers became discontent with their social and political status,
which touched off fear among the upper circle of the militarys the trend of
politicalization of the criteria of promotion made the officers anxious about
their future, The doctrine of national “security and development” evolved aroung
Escuela Superior de Guerra provided the military with theoretical basis for its
interference in politics, and proved to be the ideological roots of the military

coup in Brazil, (Dong Jingsheng)



