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Democracy as Truth of the Science of Education: Insight into John Dewey’s Pedagogy

Xiao Shao-ming
School of Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510631, China

Abstract Contemporary Pedagogy should be “the science of education”, which includes its fact and value,
science and democracy. “Logics” of Education, having plural meanings historically, is defined by John Dewey as
the ““science” of education that is the rational education approach based on the general connotation of technical
science and practical unity of fact and value. John Dewey’s opinion can withstand the radical criticism of the
school of technical culture. Since John Dewey’s education science has internal consistency with those properties
such as cultural construction, social inquiry, and democratic community alike, it entails education democracy
and education democracy dependent on the scientific spirit. John Dewey’s education democracy implies the
spirits of freedom, individuality, participation and cooperation; the forms of his education democracy include
discourse democracy, knowledge democracy, methodology democracy and freedom democracy. A revelation of his
contemporary pedagogy is that pedagogy according to is to re-create participant's real social needs, problems and
situations for the sake of re-creation.

Key words pedagogy; democracy; John Dewey; the science of education
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